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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

MARIA LYNN MELINN, Hon. Kevin Cronin 

Plaintiff, Case No. 02-31493-DM 

BLAKE ALLEN MELINN, 

Defendants. 

MOTION TO DISQUALIFY THE HONORABLE KEVIN CRONIN 

Plaintiff moves this Court to disqualify Judge Kevin Cronin, and in support of the motion 

states as follows: 

1) This case involves the Honorable Kevin Cronin posting in a web log site 

concerning this case.  See exhibits A & B (below).  This action is in violation of Canon 3, Section 
A, Item 6 of the Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct, as published in the April 2006 Michigan Bar 
Journal (http://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/pdfs/judconduct.pdf). 
 

EXHIBIT A: Web Log Post made on 24 April 2010 in Public Forum on a Domestic Violence 
victims advocacy website, i.e. http://parentingnewsnetwork.com/?p=579 
 

http://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/pdfs/judconduct.pdf
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EXHIBIT B: Evidence from the Michigan State Bar Association that the email address used to 
make the post in Exhibit A does, in fact, belong to the Honorable Kevin W. Cronin (See 
http://www.michbar.org/memberdirectory/detail.cfm?PID=38915). 
 

 

2) Despite the fact that the Kent County Department of Child Protective Services 

(hereafter “CPS”) has recommended that Blake Melinn place the minor children outside of his 

household for the duration of their investigation against him for child abuse, the Honorable Kevin 

W. Cronin signed an ex parte order demanding the return of said minor children to the household 

where the abuse in question is reported to have occurred, i.e. Blake Melinn’s home, disregarding 

the abuse and evidence pertaining thereto, and the CPS investigation and recommendation.  Ex 

parte orders are to be issued only when the child(ren) is/are in extreme danger, which was not the 

case when the ex parte order of 28 was served upon the mother, Domestic Violence victims’ 

advocate Maria Melinn on 28 December 2011, against Isaiah Melinn’s best interest per CPS.  

Furthermore, pursuant to Canon 3, Section A, Item 4, as published in April 2006 Michigan Bar 

http://www.michbar.org/memberdirectory/detail.cfm?PID=38915
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Journal (ibid.), judges must make “provision promptly to notify all other parties and counsel of the 

substance of the ex parte and allow[s] an opportunity to respond” (3.A.4.a.ii, emphasis added).  

No such opportunity to respond has been afforded to the mother, Domestic Violence victims’ 

advocate Maria Melinn, by the Honorable Kevin W. Cronin to date.   

 

3) The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin has, on several occasions, jailed Maria Melinn 

approximately five (5) times, with neither concern for nor accommodation for her documented 

medical disability, against the advice of numerous physicians that jail conditions would exasperate 

her condition and would not be in the best interest or well being of Maria or her minor children.  

ADA accommodations were requested by Maria Melinn (and ADA specialist Karen Huffer) but 

were denied by the Honorable Kevin W. Cronin.  See Exhibits C-E (at end of motion). 

 

4) One of the above jail sentences was for a ruling of contempt of court for smoking a 

cigarette – an act not only perfectly legal, but a vice in which His Honor himself also indulges.  See 

Exhibit F (at end of motion). 

 

5) The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin has repeatedly acted in violation or utter disregard 

of several factors of the Best Interest of the Child Act of 1970 (MCLA 722.21 et seq.; rev. 1993) 

out of apparent prejudice against the mother, Domestic Violence victims’ advocate Maria Melinn. 

(a) The love, affection and other emotional ties between the parties involved and the 

child.  The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin has kept two (2) minor children from 

their mother with no allegations of neglect or abuse on her part. 

(b) The capacity and disposition of the parties involved to give the child love, 

affection, and guidance and to continue the education and raising of the child in 

http://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/pdfs/judconduct.pdf
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his or her religion or creed, if any.  The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin has 

disregarded the fact that the paternal step-grandfather continuously argues with 

Isaiah, telling the minor child his mother is a Muslim.  Maria Melinn, however, 

is of Hebrew and German ethnicity, and a Christian by religion. The father’s ex-

girlfriend also told the minor child that he needed to go off her property in order 

to say prayers. The two eldest minor children have been denied by His Honor 

the opportunity to receive “love and affection” by ending contact with their 

mother.  The children’s father, Blake Melinn, uses intimidation via physical and 

verbal threats in order to prevent the mother, Maria Melinn, any access to 

school, medical, extra-curricular information, and then tells the children that 

their mother does not attend their events because she does not care about them.  

When Isaiah visits his mother, he voluntarily and eagerly attends church and a 

youth program connected therewith, being deprived of such when at his father’s 

home. 

(d) The length of time the child has lived in a stable, satisfactory environment, and 

the desirability of maintaining continuity.  The Defendant has had numerous 

CPS complaints filed by health professionals, pastors, and others pertaining to 

child abuse and neglect. As such, the “satisfactory environment” condition has 

not been met in Blake Melinn’s household.   The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin 

has blatantly ignored these concerns, as well as the child’s own in camera 

testimony of abuse. Court personnel, which would include judges, are mandated 

reporters, but His Honor has not followed regulations on reporting abuse and 

keeping said children safe. 
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(e) The permanence, as a family unit, of the existing or proposed custodial home or 

homes.  The father, Blake Melinn, has brought a stream of women into the home 

where the children reside – one even cohabitating with him; while their mother, 

Maria Melinn, has not even dated since their divorce.  The children were 

required by Blake to address his live-in girlfriend as “Mom” and their actual 

mother as “Maria” (deliberately inflicting Parental Alienation Syndrome upon 

the children).  When he takes extended trips out of state with a girlfriend, he 

leaves the minor children in the household of his mother and step-father, with 

whom the eldest child lived at the time of his death by suicide in April 2010.  

Blake also wrote a letter to Michael (who is of no legal or biological relation to 

Blake) demeaning his mother (Exhibit G at end of motion) while a no contact 

order was in force.  His Honor has disregarded the elements relating to this 

factor.   

(f) The moral fitness of the parties involved.  The children have been formally 

diagnosed with PTSD from abuse that took place during the marriage and have 

never been treated for this while in convicted abuser Blake Melinn’s custody. A 

convicted abuser who neglects the psychological needs of his children cannot 

reasonably be called “morally fit” under any accepted worldview or belief 

system.  See Exhibits H and I (at end of motion). 

The mental and physical health of the parties involved. The “counselor” 

working with the children told my son Isaiah that he is lying about the abuse 

that Blake perpetrated against him. Counseling sessions are supposed to be 

confidential, i.e. a place that children should have safe access to speak of 

anything in their lives. According to the child "Ann tells dad everything I say." 
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Professionals in the counseling field have observed that it is suspicious that the 

“counselor” attends court with Blake without a subpoena, and that she is 

actually working against the mental health of the children. 

(g) The home, school, and community record of the child. I, the plaintiff, am not 

allowed any access to my children’s school records or activities related thereto, 

including but not limited to parent-teacher conferences, extra-curricular events 

or programs, or grade reports. 

(h) The reasonable preference of the child, if the court considers the child to be of 

sufficient age to express preference. The preference of my daughter was to live 

with me, the plaintiff, until she was in the abusive environment, not allowed to 

speak her mind, for a period of time sufficient to develop the classic signs of 

Stockholm Syndrome.  Isaiah is begging the courts to save him from the abuse.  

See Exhibits J and K (at end of motion). 

(i) The willingness and ability of each of the parties to facilitate and encourage a 

close and continuing parent-child relationship between the child and the other 

parent or the child and the parents. Despite the evidence brought before the 

Honorable Kevin W. Cronin in the form of police reports, etc., His Honor has 

allowed the abusive father to keep the children away from their mother, 

violating the court orders. When this was brought to motion, His Honor 

removed parenting time of two (2) of the minor children from their mother 

completely, again with no allegations of abuse or neglect. 

(j) Domestic violence, regardless of whether the violence was directed against or 

witnessed by the child. The father, Blake Melinn, was convicted of acts of 

domestic violence against the mother, Domestic Violence victims’ advocate 
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Maria Melinn, which acts were witnessed by the minor children. They have 

since been emotionally blackmailed into participating in verbal abuse of her. 

6) The Honorable Kevin W. Cronin is illegally requiring Maria to pay child support 

for her eldest son, Michael, for the time he was at Cheever. 

 

7) For the reasons stated in this motion, Judge Cronin should be disqualified because  

he cannot hear this case impartially. 

 

8) A judge is disqualified when the judge cannot impartially hear a case, including  

but not limited to instances in which: The judge is personally biased or prejudiced for or against a 

party or attorney. 

 

9) Judge Cronin's recommendation plainly shows an actual, personal prejudice  

against Plaintiff, providing grounds for disqualification under MCR 2.003 C.1(a). 

 

10) For all of the reasons stated in this motion, Judge Cronin should be disqualified,  

because he cannot hear this case impartially. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter an order disqualifying 

the Honorable Kevin Cronin from this case and assigning this case to another judge before the 

hearing scheduled on March 12, 2012. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Maria L. Melinn 
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EXHIBIT C: MEDICAL REPORTS FROM NEUROLOGIST FAROOK J. KIDWAI, M.D., P.C. 
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EXHIBIT D: MEDICAL REPORT FROM MARY FREE BED 
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EXHIBIT E: MEDICAL REPORT FROM ROBERT SELFE, D.O. 
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EXHIBIT F: NO SMOKING ORDER 
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EXHIBIT G: LETTER FROM BLAKE TO MICHAEL DEMEANING MARIA 
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EXHIBIT H:  CLINICAL EVALUATION OF HANNAH MELINN 
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EXHIBIT I: CLINICAL EVALUATION OF MICHAEL “BAUER” MELINN 
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EXHIBIT J: FIRST LETTER FROM ISAIAH TO THE HONORABLE KEVIN W. CRONIN 
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EXHIBIT K: SECOND LETTER FROM ISAIAH TO THE HONORABLE KEVIN W. CRONIN 


